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Sunday, March 7
Communion at Both Services
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, March 14
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:10 am New Member Class in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, March 21
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:10 am New Member Class in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, March 28
Palm Sunday
New Member Sunday
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
10:30 am New Members Received

Brothiletiors Tiderngo

P. T.’s (very) Random Thoughts
a “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice.”

A Stewardship Thought:
Those who receive great blessings are called to respond with great giving.

If we truly believe and confess the First Article — “I believe in God, the Father Al-
mighty, creator of the heavens and the earth, and the owner of all that [ have” —
then we understand our call is to be a responsible giver.

1. When Bethlehem has a major project we are called to get involved. This is not
just a call for your finances, but a call for your unique talents and abilities.

2. When you are called to respond, go above the call of duty. Do not be a “status
quo” Christian. Please accept the challenge.

3. See your response as an opportunity not an interference.

The Giving Church by Kirk Nowery

New Member Invitation:

This last fall we welcomed one of the largest new member groups into Bethlehem in
recent memory. This spring, we will once again have our New Member Sessions on
March 14 and 21. We will recognize our newest members at the 10:30 worship ser-
vice on March 28.

March 14
March 21

Lutheranism 101
Why Bethlehem?

10:10 a.m. in the Chapel
10:10 a.m. in the Chapel

If you are interested, or know of someone who is interested, please call the office at
235-6522.

March Lenten Themes (the Marks of Discipleship):

March 3 Read the Bible Regularly Pastor Sonja
March 10 Worship Regularly Pastor Tim
March 17 Give Regularly Pastor Josh
March 24 Serve Regularly Pastor Sonja

At our Wednesday Lenten breakfasts we discuss these same themes over coffee and
rolls. Come to One Oak Place, 1709 25th Ave S, Fargo, at the “bright-eyed” time of
6:30 a.m. (I am not awake either!)

A Did You Know Thought:
The ELCA has donated $4.5 million for relief in Haiti.

Bethlehem’s Mission Statement

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel.




From the Associate Pastor:

Friends in Christ,

Greetings to each and every one of you from God our loving heavenly Father and our living Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. I hope and pray that this newsletter finds all of you well during this Lenten season of repentance as we look
forward to celebrating the glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

As I was preparing to put this article together this week, I was struck by an article than ran in the Fargo Forum on
February 16™ (yes, sometimes, my newsletter articles are a little late) about the unwelcome feeling one family ex-
perienced when they moved to a small town in North Dakota. Due to the fact that I read the Forum online, I was
also struck by the comments people were leaving in relation to the article. Sadly, most of the comments people left
about the article involved negative experiences people had when they moved to North Dakota. These experiences
did not only come from people who had moved to small towns. Those who made some of the comments also in-
cluded Fargo and Bismarck in their remarks.

With these comments in mind, my questions for us to consider together this month include, “Are the members of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church doing anything to change this unwelcome feeling people have experienced when they
have moved to North Dakota?” If so, “What are we doing to facilitate such a change?”

As people who place their faith in Jesus Christ, we have been called to welcome the stranger. We have been called
to be the people who set an example of hospitality for others to follow when it comes to getting to know those who
have come into the state of North Dakota and into the various communities that are in this state.

How do we do this? We are given various examples in Scripture of what it means to give hospitality to people that
we may not know. One example is given to us in the last chapter of the Gospel of Luke. When the two men on the
road come into contact with the risen Christ, they invite him to come to their home and share a meal. Remember,
when they issued the invitation they did not know who He was. We are called to do the same thing. We are called
to welcome people into our homes and into our social circles because we never know when we are welcoming Je-
sus himself.

This is not easy for us to do. It is not easy for us to approach people we do not know and begin to share an open
relationship with them. It is much easier for us to treat those who have come into our communities and even into
our congregation as outsiders. However, if we truly believe that all people come together to form the body of
Christ, then there is no such thing as a true outsider. Instead, we are all insiders through Jesus who brings us to-
gether through our baptism into His death and resurrection.

My challenge for us is to find someone who is new to our community and to invite them into our lives in some
way. We may not share a deep, intimate relationship with everyone. However, we can share some sort of relation-
ship with everyone who is a fellow member of the body of Christ. After all, isn’t a stranger just a friend we haven’t
met yet?

Just a thought...

Pastor Josh
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New Books

Current Series

“Seasons of Grace”
by Beverly Lewis
Book 1—The Secret
Book 2—The Missing
Book 3—The Telling (will be out April 2010)

This series is a trilogy.

“Above the Line”
by Karen Kingsbury
Book 1—Take One
Book 2—Take Two
Book 3—Take Three (will be out April 2010)

“Home to Blessing”
by Lauraine Snelling
Book 1—A Measure of Mercy
Book 2—No Distance Too Far (will be out April 2010)

“Cedar Cove Series”
by Debbie Macomber
So far there are nine books in this series. All are in the library. Debbie is working on the next
one — 1022 Evergreen Place. No date has been set for its availability.

“Father Tim Novels”
by Jan Karon
Book 1—Home to Holly Springs.

There is no date available for the next novel.

Lucille Konen, Library

Internet Safety Class

As a congregation, we have made a lot of changes to our web site and are encouraging you
to spend more time online to look at the features we have added. But, surfing the web or
browsing the internet comes with some risks that need our attention. On March 16 at 6:00
p-m. Pastor Josh will be offering an opportunity for us to explore the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church website more closely, to discuss Goodsearch, and to discuss some of the risks that
exist when we are online. This class will discuss topics such as phishing (yes, that is
spelled correctly), fraud, and some of the many scams that can do major damage to your
credit and your finances. Whether you are a novice or experienced internet user, you may
pick up some new ideas to protect yourself.

Service Group

The service group consists of
names who will be called to
provide food for funerals and
other special occasions.

Sometimes the names may be
on the list for more than one
month - that is because there
has not been a need to use the
group during the month. You
will not be called for a dona-
tion more than one time while
your name is on the list. The
alphabetical listing for the
month is:
CRAFT 0o
ERICKSON
Chairperson:
Loretta Olafson - 293-4881

Youth Warm Line

Did you know Bethlehem Lu-
theran now has two warm line
devotional messages? If you
call the warm line number, 235
-6548, you have a choice be-
tween listening to the adult
message or the youth message.
The adult and youth messages
are updated each day.

Quilting
Quilting will be held on March

3, 10, 17 and 24 from 9:00 a.m.
-noon.

If you are looking for a new
activity and good fellowship,
check us out!

Church Board Updates

Please check with your Board
Director for meeting dates and
times. Parish Planning Coun-
cil will meet March 11, 2010,
at 8:00 p.m.
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Fellowship Opportunities

Join a Circle

Elizabeth Circle is one of four circles for women at Bethlehem. The circle meets
monthly for Bible study and fellowship. This circle is responsible for preparing
communion for each Sunday and other special services.

The membership of the group has decreased in recent years. Preparing communion
has become a more frequent task for each of the remaining members. Therefore,
the circle is seeking new members. If any woman is interested in becoming a mem-
ber or helping with communion preparation, please feel free to come to our next
meeting or call Marvis Landburg at 235-7183. Elizabeth Circle meets on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. Watch the bulletin for meeting locations.

The three other Bethlehem circles and their meeting dates are located on the right
side of this page.

Learn to Paint

It’s time again for another fun day of painting. Mark your calendar for March 27 at
9:00 a.m. — Fellowship Hall. Bring a sack lunch. Sign up on the bulletin board or
call Gladys Brewer at 232-6592 so enough supplies are available.

Learn to Quilt

Depending on interest, classes could be offered on Saturday mornings or on a week-
day morning or evening in Fellowship Hall. Class size is limited to 5 or 6 individu-
als and may be offered by skill level — beginner, intermediate, etc. Contact Darlene
Halvorson at 282-3008. Leave your name, telephone number and a time that would
work for you. Darlene will contact interested persons with dates of classes, supplies
needed and the fee.

Fellowship Board Events
Join the Fellowship Board on Sunday, April 25, at 4:00 p.m. for an evening of
bingo.

The Fellowship Board is sponsoring its annual Women’s Spring Fling Saturday,
May 22, from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Stay tuned for further details on these events.

Lenten Schedule

Please join us at either noon (Chapel) or 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary) Potluck suppers be-
gin at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Lenten breakfast is Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m. at
One Oak Place, 1709 25th Ave S, Fargo. Themes for this year’s suppers are:

March 10
March 24

March 3
March 17

German
Oriental

Mexican
Italian

The schedule for Holy Week is as follows:

Palm Sunday March 28  Services at 9:00 and 10:30
Maundy Thursday  April 1 Service with Holy Communion

and 1st Communion at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday April 2 Service of Darkness at 12:15 and 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Vigil April 3 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Easter April 4 Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m.

Festival Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
(Communion at All Services)

Easter Breakfast will be served from 7:30—10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Free-will
offering.

CIRCLES

Lois:
Tuesday, March 9, 9:30 a.m.
Hostess: Bunny Workin

1926 S 16th St, Fargo
Chairwoman: Marlys Oak - 364-0310
Naomi:
Monday, March 15, 9:30 a.m.
Hostess: Cleo Bryant
Chairwoman: Arlene Johnson

232-9483
Mary:
Thursday, March 25, 7:00 p.m. in the
Fireside Room.
Hostess: Sandy Johnson
Chairwoman: Barb Johnson - 237-9878
Elizabeth:
Tuesday, March 16, 7:00 p.m.
Hostess: Margaret Sandsmark,
1544 6th Ave S, Fargo
Chairwoman: Marvis Landburg;
235-7183

Circle Bible Studies
Reminder

The Circle Bible studies, i T o q
Bel oved: Paul 09
ma n sre fbom The Lutheran Woman
Today Magazine. Renew your sub-
scription today if you have not done so.
To subscribe, call Augsburg Fortress, 1
-800-328-4648, or e-mail subscrip-
tions@augsburgfortress.org. Each
month an extra copy is put in the Li-
brary and in the Fireside Room. Please
return them when you are finished so
someone else can use them during the
month.

The cost is $12.00 for ten issues.

Individuals are welcome to attend any
circle group.

bod O !
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FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS

Memorials Received
Thank you to everyone who gave me-
morials to Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

Bells

In memory of Bernice Grundyson,
given by Linda Smith.

Bulletins
In memory of Al Johnson, given by
Barb Johnson.
In memory of loved ones, given by
Latane Peterson.
In memory of Curt Hanson, given by
Greg & Cindy McDonald.

Library
In memory of Geraldine Mundy,
given by Virgil Andersen & Family.

Parking Lot
In memory of Esther Kostad, given by
Leroy Vander Linden.

A Big Thank You ...

to everyone involved with the music
fundraiser held on Valentine’s Day.
Thanks to Robert Dregseth and the
Worship board and to all who brought
desserts. Thank you to Nancy Wicko-
ren for the great decorations and bow-
ties and aprons for the servers. A spe-
cial thanks to Alex and the Bell Choir,
Lexy and the Youth Choir, Dale and
the Senior Choir, In His Name, Nora,
and Linda, Judy and Cathy (aka the
Basement Church Ladies). It was a
great success, and we raised over
$1,000 with 10% of the proceeds going
to Lutheran Disaster Relief for Haiti.
Thanks also to Sonja Myhre for coordi-
nating this event.

Baptisms

Bell Fund Update

X Goal $5,700.00
2/28/10 — Austyn David Offerdahl, son Currently Have 5.187.40
of Ryan and Alana Offerdahl. Sponsors:
Cory Offerdahl, Brandi Pfaff, Joseph and Needed $ 512.60
Jessie Kilsdonk. Honorary Godfather:
Eric Offerdahl.
Burials
2/12/10 — Barclay Lesher
2/15/10 — Geraldine E. Mundy
BLC Loan Balances (as of 1/31/10)
Balance Mortgage | 301,895.71
Balance Mortgage 11 46,353.91
Borrowed from Savings 15,000.00
Sweep (Operating Loan) Balance 107,225.73
Total 470,475.35

Reminder!

Daylight Savings Time begins
March 14, 2010.

Remember to set your clocks ahead

one hour!

Bulletins

If you would like to give bulletins in
honor or memory of someone on a par-
ticular Sunday, there is a sign-up calen-
dar on the bulletin board by the office.

Bulletin Slots Available

There are no open bulletin slots for
March. The open slot for April bulle-
tins is April 25. Open slots for Chil-
dren’s bulletins are April 11, 18 and 25.

Communing the Baptized

All who are baptized are welcome to
participate in Holy Communion. Does
your child show interest in receiving
Communion?

Even if he/she is younger than 10 years
of age, they are welcome to participate
at the Lord’s Table. We offer early
Communion preparation for baptized
persons younger than 10 years of age
and their families. If you and your
child are interested in such a conversa-
tion, please contact Pastor Tim or Pas-
tor Josh. They would be happy to
schedule a time to speak with you!

Communion Servers

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
by the church office for each month.
Please sign up if you would like to help
serve Communion for a Sunday ser-
vice. Thank you to everyone who is
willing to help in this capacity.

Blood Pressure Checks

will be given the first Sunday of every
month in the Church Library, from 8:30
am. - 10:30 a.m., except when a holi-
day weekend is involved.

UPCs & Box Tops for
Education for Oak Grove!

Thank you to everyone who brought
labels for Oak Grove. They can only
use the UPCs and the colorful little
boxtops for Education. The UPCs start
with the numbers 51000 — 149 labels
were collected for a total of 31,511.



SWQ/ Youth News!!!

March is here! Signs of spring are starting to appear, which is a relief after the recent spree of frigid tempera-

tures. Lent is underway, which means Sam and | have time to brainstorm new ideas for the youth!

Last month W.N.A. had a YMCA party. There were 15 youth that showed up! We had an awesome time playing in the

open gym, eating pizza, and swimming!

T.I.T.A.N.S. also had a Ski trip to Buena Vista Ski Resort in Bemidji, MN. The youth had a BLAST! They found it hilarious

watching me and Josh trying to snowboard. Sam was a little more experienced at skiing than either of us.

This month Lenten Suppers themes are:
-March 3° - Mexican
-March 10" - German
-March 17" - Italian
-March 24" ¢ Oriental

T.I.T.A.N.S. and confirmation groups are encouraged to sign up to work Lenten suppers and Easter Breakfast. Sign up
sheets are on the youth bulletin board. | am in desperate need of help for Easter. If you help, | can guarantee youtwil be

here by 11:30am at the VERY latest. Please grab your friends and sign up.

Easter breakfast will be served April 4, 2010, from “ZGB0am.

All youth:
- Feel free to email me at any time, for anythingé . YouthDirector@bethlehemlutheranfargo.org
Check out our eovwwubetbldéhemiuehbraniargoeody We post events, random thoughts of

the day, and we have a blog spot! You can also join our Facebook grohe Official Bethlehem Lutheran Youth

Group.

Love in Christ,

Jelsa Flatland


mailto:YouthDirector@bethlehemluterhanfargo.org
http://www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org/
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff

Extended Staff

Missionaries: Phil & June Nelson
Cameroon and Central African
Republic

Worship Schedule

Sunday Worship - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Every Sunday
Sunday School at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Office - 235-6522
Warm Line - 235-6548
Fax Line - 235-6941
Website - www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org

Pastor of Bethlehem Tim Stoa
Associate Pastor of Life & Faith Josh Schunk
Visitation Pastor Sonja Kjar
Office Manager Elaine Scheer
Part-time Secretary & Tidings Sonja Lougheed
Custodians Deb & Jim Belcourt
Treasurer/Organist Judy Coughlin
Y outh Director Jelsa Flatland
Assistant Youth Director Sam Livingston
Music Coordinator Sonja Myhre
Senior Choir Director Dale A. Lammi
Youth Choir Director Lexy Steinle
Bell Choir Director Alexander Chubaty
Senior Choir Accompanist Nora Hyde
Youth Choir Accompanist Alvina Deyle
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